
5th Grade Music Inquiry 
 

What is Music’s Purpose? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notated Music. print | 1 score (3 pages) ; 34 cm | by Irving Berlin.http://lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/ihas/

loc.natlib.ihas.200198760/  

Supporting Questions 

 

1. How does music communicate? 

2. In what ways have people used music to express their values and describe 

their experiences?  

3. How does music elicit emotion? 

4. How does culture effect music? 
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What is Music’s Purpose? 

Standards and 

Practices 

(Music) Standard 3 -Key idea: Students will demonstrate the capacity to listen to and comment on 

music. They will relate their critical assertions about music to its aesthetic, structural, acoustic, and 

psychological qualities.  

Students will: describe the music’s context in terms related to its social and psychological 

functions and settings (e.g., roles of participants, effects of music, uses of music with other events or 

objects, etc.) (d) 

Staging the 

Question 

Option 1: Students are broken into groups and each group is given a different skit to perform. As part 

of their performance, groups must select a song (from 3-5 options) that best fits their skit. Afterwards, 

discuss why they chose the songs they chose and have other groups discuss if/why the song choices fit 

the skits.  

Option 2: View remade trailers popular/well known children’s movies (example: Frozen as a scary 

movie). Afterwards, discuss how the music changed how they saw the movie and why.  

Then, introduce the compelling question and discuss the upcoming inquiry/goals. 

Supporting  

Question 1  

Supporting  

Question 2   

How does music communicate? 

In what ways have people used music to express their values and 
describe their experiences? 

How does music elicit emotion? 

How does culture affect music? 

Formative  

Performance Task 

Formative  

Performance Task 

Class discussion, ability to back up opinions with modern musical 
examples 

Class discussion, ability to back up opinions with modern musical 
examples 

Featured Sources Featured Sources 

Out of Work (Sheet Music)  

Bell hop blues (Audio Recording) 

Oh, How I Hate to Get Up in the Morning (Audio Recording) 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/lyrical/tools/docs/songs.pdf 

http://www.loc.gov/jukebox 

http://www.loc.gov/collection/songs-of-america/about-this-
collection/ 

Any Place the Old Flag Flies (Audio Recording) 

The Battle Cry of Freedom (Audio Recording) 

Keep the home-fires burning till the boys come home (AR) 

http://primarysourcenexus.org/2012/09/learning-from-the-
source-the-star-spangled-banner/ 

http://primarysourcenexus.org/psn-resources/music/ 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/lyrical 

Summative  

Performance Task  

ARGUMENT 
Create a soundtrack for a picture book and include a write up justifying their choices in relation 
to the various mood presented in the book/plot. Present to class and, if time permits, present 
to younger students (like a book talk). 

EXTENSION 
Read Ava’s Violin and create own upcycled instruments with art teacher, create own 
musical performance. 

https://www.loc.gov/item/sm1877.10399/
https://www.loc.gov/item/jukebox.7276/
https://www.loc.gov/item/jukebox.6720/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/lyrical/tools/docs/songs.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/jukebox
http://www.loc.gov/collection/songs-of-america/about-this-collection/
http://www.loc.gov/collection/songs-of-america/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/item/jukebox.2515/
https://www.loc.gov/item/jukebox.3748/
https://www.loc.gov/item/jukebox.4118/
http://primarysourcenexus.org/2012/09/learning-from-the-source-the-star-spangled-banner/
http://primarysourcenexus.org/2012/09/learning-from-the-source-the-star-spangled-banner/
http://primarysourcenexus.org/psn-resources/music/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/lyrical
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